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         Season Highlight 
•  Wrestling started at LHS

Capt. Holtan



     Laurel didn’t even have a wrestling team when 
Cohen became the school’s driver education teacher 
in 1960. But after graduating from the University of 
Maryland where he wrestled for the Terrapins, Co-
hen knew he wanted to coach.
     For the first four months of the 1959-60 school 
year, 23-year-old Cohen persisted in his efforts to 
bring wrestling to Laurel. 
     “We didn’t have anything,” Cohen says. “We had 
to go out and borrow mats and mat covers (from 
Glen Burnie HS) -- we even had to borrow a truck 
to go pick up the mats.” 
     From the beginning, Laurel wrestlers knew what 
to expect.  Cohen’s discipline was further instilled 
by his demand that wrestlers maintain military-
style crew cuts.
     “I went to Sully Krause,  famed U of MD wres-
tling coach,  and “borrowed” their JV uniforms.  
Never returned them. Our warm up jackets came 
from the UM boxing team.” 
     “When those kids won that match in 1960,  they 
celebrated as if they had won the Olympics.”
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