
LHS65 Military Veterans

     I went to the Univ. of Md. for 2 years. I then trans-
ferred to the Calhoon MEBA Engineering School and 
upon graduation, sailed for 30 years in the Merchant 
Marine. During that period of time, I earned a Dual 
Chief Engineers License for Steam and Diesel, Unlim-
ited/Horsepower. I received a direct commission, thru 
the Merchant Marine, into the U.S. Navy. I served for 
12 years and came out as a Lt. Cmdr (O-4). I have 
served on over 100 Merchant and Navy ships during 
my career. I have been in multiple Military campaigns, 
in direct and support roles, with the Merchant Marine, 
DoD, MSC and the U.S. Navy. I have been married 
for 39 wonderful years and have one Son, who is also 
married. I currently work full time and enjoy every 
minute of it! My schedule is such that I get 6 days off 
out of every 14 days total!!!

Karl F. Ruppert
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     USN/USNR 1968-1990

  • Enlisted USNR, February,   
1968, Naval Reserve Center,   
Baltimore

  • Boot Camp  - Great Lakes 
April 1968

  • Afloat Training, August 
1968 - USS J.D. Blackwood, 
DE-219

  • Communications Technician (Collection) “A” School January – June 1969, Naval Com-
munications Training Center, Pensacola, Florida 

  • Called to Active Duty, October 1969

  • Sent to Naval Radio Station (R), Sabana Seca, Puerto Rico, December 1969.  Command 
disestablished and reestablished as Naval Security Group Activity, Sabana Seca in July 1971

  • Released from Active Duty, September 1971

  • Returned to active drilling status, September 1971 at Naval Reserve Center, Baltimore

  • Promoted to Chief Petty Officer, October 1976

  • Over the next 18 ½ years, Training Duties at various stations including, NSA, CIN-
CLANTFLT Cryptologic Staff,  USS Newport News CA-148, NSGA Homestead, FL and 
6th Fleet Cryptologic Support Group, Rota, Spain.

LHS65 Military Veterans
Ken Boyer

Boot Camp,  Great Lakes,  IL -  1968
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Favorite Navy moment #1 -- February 1988 re-
enlistment oath by LCDR Ray Boyer

Favorite Navy moment #2 -- Upon retirement: 
COMNAVSECGRU  Meritorious Service Award

LHS65 Military Veterans
Ken Boyer (Cont’d)

  • Helped develop what eventually became a nation-wide Navy Reserve mission in support 
of active duty units.

  • First Reservist awarded Naval Security Group Bronze Level II Morse Code Proficiency 
Award.

  • Awarded Navy Achievement Medal for professional achievement while serving as Unit 
Training Officer

  • Awarded Commander, Naval Security Group Command Meritorious Service Award at 
Retirement

  • Transferred to Retired Navy Reserve Status, February 1990

  • Transferred to US Navy Retired, September 2007
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LHS65 Military Veterans
Tony West

      Tony West entered the U.S. Navy in July 1966. After boot camp in Great Lakes,  IL,  he re-
ported aboard the USS Decatur (DDG-31) as a part of her nucleus crew in Newport,  RI.  His 
specialty was RADAR.  He became a plank owner when the Decatur was commissioned in 
April 1967 in Boston,  MA.  The Decatur traversed from Boston,  MA to Long Beach,  CA  (new 
home port).  He rode the Decatur during two WestPacs (Western Pacific cruises) to Vietnam.  
     He was awarded the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Korea, 1968),  the Vietnam Re-
public,  the Vietnam Service (with 2 clusters) and the National Defense service medals.
Tony received his honorable discharge after leaving the Decatur in 1970 as an E-5.
    He is the current President of the USS Decatur Association (2006-present),  a member of the 
Tin-Can Sailors Association and a member of the American Legion Post 39.

     Active Duty: 1966 - 1970
Inactive Reserves: 1970 - 1972

Boot Camp --  1966 
    Great Lakes,  IL 
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LHS65 Military Veterans
Jim Daucher

Schofield Barracks,  HI 
            1966 - 1967

A Village north of Chu Lai, Vietnam 
                            1968 
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   • 1966 --  Jim enlisted into the 
U.S. Army. 
• 8 weeks of basic training at 
Fort Gordon, Georgia
• 8 weeks of Military Police 
training, Fort Gordon, Georgia
• 1966 -1967 assigned to 6TH 
  MP CO which later became 
  part of the 11th  
  Infantry Bri- 

       gade, Americal Division, Schofield  
       Barracks, Hawaii
  •  1968  sent to Vietnam. Spent 6   
     months at LZ Bronco, Duc Pho with  
     the  11th Infantry Brigade 
 •  Spent 6 months at LZ Bayonet, Chu Lai with the  
    198th Infantry Brigade
•  Discharged as a SP4 in December of 1968

Vietnam Service and Republic 11th Infantry Brigade 198th Infantry Brigade  Americal







 





 




 


 









 












 




 

LHS65 Military Veterans
Edgar Caillouet III
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